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Roman province : some of the cities continued to be in
alliance with Rome and were not forced, like the people of
Macedonia, to pay tribute.
In the West meanwhile the foreign policy of Rome was
shaped by the conditions which resulted from the second
Punic war. The Gallic tribes in the valley of the Po were
finally subdued, and north Italy was planted with colonies of
Roman citizens and speedily became Romanized. The whole
of Sicily was made into a province. In Spain the position
was more complicated. The southern part of the country,
once a province of Carthage, now became a province of Rome.
But this narrow strip of Roman territory, being conterminous
with a number of independent and warlike tribes, such as the
Celtiberians and Lusitanians, was always in a state of war.
To defend it, and to protect the rich silver and copper mines
from the depredations of the neighbouring natives, the Romans
were forced to maintain a strong standing army which carried
on continuous fighting against the independent tribes in-
habiting the central tableland of Spain. In this war they
suffered more than one serious defeat. The cruel methods
of repression adopted by their generals made peace impossible.
The contest with the Lusitanians in what is now Portugal
was exceptionally stubborn. These tribesmen, under an
able leader named Viriathus, struggled against their enemies
with success for eight years, from 147 to 139 b. c. ; and the
Celtiberians, whose chief centre was the city of Numantia,
prolonged their resistance for even longer, from 143 to 133
b.c., and inflicted a number of severe reverses on the Roman
arms. The Senate refused to recognize agreements which
her defeated generals had made with the Celtiberians. The
Roman governors pillaged and murdered without mercy the
native population of the conquered territories. At last Scipio
Aemilianus, son of Aemilius Paullus and adopted son of Scipio
Africanus, the conqueror of Hannibal, took Numantia after a
long siege.
The main point in the West, however, on which the eyes
of Roman statesmen were fixed, was Carthage. Though con-
stantly at feud with Masinissa, the Numidian king, and
repeatedly robbed by him of territory — though the loss of
her fleet and trading factories on the Mediterranean had
greatly restricted her commerce — nevertheless Carthage was
rapidly recovering from her fall, Her main efforts were

